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The activity at Kumano Road Repairing the road called "Michibushin'

Pilgrimage walk in Nakahechi area
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My prefecture, Wakayama, is culturally rich. It has some popular destinations among foreign visitors. Today I would like to
introduce Kumano Kodo to you. Kumano Kodo is a world-famous pilgrimage route which is nominated as a World Heritage site in
2004. It is said that Kumano Kodo in Japan is similar to Routes of Santiago de Compostela in Europe as a pilgrimage route. Kumano
Kodo is a mountain road that remains in a good condition and was traveled by the imperial family and aristocrats in the past about
1000 years ago. Even now people can feel the passage of time and spiritual Japanese culture because of historic spots and religious

events, so many foreign visitors can enjoy hiking there.
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According to NHK, the number of foreign visitors who stayed in Kumano area is dramatically increasing from 82 in 2005 to
6067 in 2023. The survey of Kumano Tourism Bureau in 2024 (Sankei News Paper) shows that the largest foreign tourists are
Australian and next is United States and the third is UK. Kumano Kodo has been somehow deteriorated because there is the heavy

rain in Kumano area and many visitors walked along the road.
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Now we need to consider the importance to keep the route as much as the same to pass down to the next generation. Last year
we joined a special program to protect this cultural heritage site as volunteer activities. 27 students in Koyo took part in the project
and repaired the pilgrimage route as a part of environmental conservation of Kumano Kodo. It is very important for future
generations to preserve and pass on historic and cultural heritage. My mission is to have people know about what Kumano Kodo is
and how important Kumano Kodo is. Therefore, I made a school newspaper to have my friends deepen the understanding of the

cultural heritage. Now [ make a presentation about Komano Kodo to spread the importance to you.
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+ What kind of cultural heritage does Dartford have?

- What kind of volunteer activities do you (students in Dartford) do?
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About Wakayama
* Conservation activities

* Talks by local guides
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* A project to nurture the next
generation
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